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LANGS

Scots Language

What is it? Where is it and whaur tae nixt?

Bruce Eunson – Scots Language Co-ordinator

Do luchd-ionnsachaidh na h-Alba, le luchd-foghlaim Alba 
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Scots Language distribution across Scotland in 2021 & 2011
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Scots as a language of prominent dialects – our 100 words resources are popular 
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Scots Education in 2025 – A growing sector

• Scots today is studied in many ways across the 
curriculum, from Early Years to the Senior Phase

• Most commonly it is taught within Literacy, focussing on 
Listening & Talking, Reading & Writing

• Creative writing is increasingly popular, many Senior 
Phase learners choose to write their main folio piece in 
Scots

• Many schools deliver Scots lessons in a History and 
Social Studies context

• Within Languages, it has grown popular as an L3 within 
1+2

• 184 Primary Schools, 25 Secondary Schools

• Secondary Schools also offer Scots as a Modern 
Language option within the department as a subject 
choice
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Current legislation – Gaelic and Scots thriving together

Scottish Languages Bill

The Bill gives the Gaelic and Scots languages 

official status in Scotland and makes changes to the 

support for the Gaelic and Scots languages in 

Scotland. This includes changes in relation to Gaelic 

and Scots education.

Tha am Bile a’ toirt inbhe oifigeil do Ghàidhlig 

agus Scots ann an Alba agus a’ dèanamh 

atharrachaidhean air an taic a chuirear ris a’ 
Ghàidhlig agus Scots ann an Alba. Tha seo a’ 

gabhail a-steach atharrachaidhean mu fhoghlam 

Gàidhlig agus Scots.

The Bill gies the Gaelic and Scots leids official 
staunin in Scotland an maks chynges tae the 

uphaudin o the Gaelic and Scots leids in Scotland. 

This includes chynges in relation tae Gaelic an 

Scots education.

UNCRC Incorporation Act

• The Articles linked to an aspect of 
Gaelic or Scots Education

• Article 28 Encourage development of 
different forms of secondary education 

• Article 29 Education must develop every 
child’s personality, talents and abilities to 
the full. 

• Article 30 Children from minority and 
indigenous groups 

• “Every child has the right to learn and 
use the language, customs and religion 
of their family, whether or not these are 
shared by the majority of the people in 
the country where they live.” Article 30

• Article 31 The right to play, rest and 
leisure
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Scots CPD – delivered in partnership with Open University

• The place of Scots today is a policy u-turn from what it was when many teachers were at 
school or when they did their training – so professional learning and tailored support are 
essential

• We run Masters level CPD in partnership with the Open University, with currently 300 
teachers enrolled

• This course, which we created and we deliver in partnership, was awarded GTCS 
recognition – and that certificate was given special mention Parliament by MSP Emma 
Harper 

• Teachers come to the course from a variety of backgrounds, but can roughly be split into 
fairly even thirds – Primary teachers, Secondary English teachers and Secondary 
teachers of a variety of other subjects. Of the Secondary teachers, many are delivering 
the SQA Scots Language Award or Scottish Studies Award
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Thank you

Any questions?

bruce.eunson@educationscotland.gov.scot

mailto:bruce.eunson@educationscotland.gov.scot
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